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THE PUBLIC LECTURE SERIES AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO
SCHOOL OF LAW
Most non-lawyers view the law and the court system as a mysterious
labyrinth beyond their comprehension. Ironically, the law deals with the
types of concerns that affect all of us in our daily lives. The law also
has much to do with life and death issues that face us during times of
crisis. Therefore, the law should be more accessible to the general public.
With the hope of encouraging public understanding of the legal system,
the University of New Mexico School of Law has instituted a public
lecture series in which members of the law faculty, together with other
distinguished lawyers and jurists, present lectures of interest to the average
person.
The lectures published in this edition of the New Mexico Law Review
are the first in what the Law School hopes will be a continuous series
of four to eight public lectures each year. The central theme of these
three lectures is the law's role in human life and death.
With the first lecture, Visiting Professor Andrew Grubb of Cambridge
University described the law of abortion in England. The audience,
comprised mostly of non-lawyers, learned from Professor Grubb that
England is a country in which abortion is available with few restrictions
under a system where the state, through socialized medicine, pays the
cost. Professor Grubb provided an historical overview of the British law
on abortion that showed how the law changed from very restricted access
to legal abortions in the 19th century to something close to abortion on
demand in the 1970's, all without the constitutional overlay we have
experienced in the United States.
If the United States Supreme Court decides, by reversing its decision
in Roe v. Wade, that the states have exclusive or nearly exclusive control
over regulation of abortions, then New Mexico's legislature will have to
deal with the issue. The example of Britain shows that the course to
follow is not an easy one.
The second lecture, presented by Professor Rob Schwartz, looked at
euthanasia and the right to die. The audience, comprised largely of older
individuals, listened to Professor Schwartz describe the dilemma that
results when medical care prolongs life in cases where recovery is extremely
unlikely. The law, in part through legislative provisions and in part
through judicial decisions, has attempted to resolve this dilemma. Professor Schwartz believes that the overarching principle that should guide
right to die legal questions is an individual's autonomy and right to
decide his or her own fate. He described the euthanasia law in the
Netherlands and observed that, given adequate protections, self-determined
euthanasia (i.e., legal suicide) ought to be given serious consideration.
In the final lecture, Professor Antoinette Sedillo Lopez spoke about
reproductive technologies and the legal issues that arise. Her primary
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thesis is that the law generally reflects social values in these areas and
that public discussion and debate promotes the development of a consensus
of societal values upon which the law can be built. Professor Sedillo
Lopez places primary emphasis on the rights of the mother and argues
that the law should develop to protect the reproductive rights of mothers
who might be subject to economic exploitation.
The contents of these lectures demonstrate that the law and our legal
system are not the exclusive domain of lawyers, legislators, and judges.
Instead, the law, like human beings, attempts to solve difficult problems
with workable solutions based on reason, values, and beliefs.
These lectures were recorded and transcribed. The speakers, in editing
their lectures for publication in the New Mexico Law Review, have
endeavored to preserve the informal tone they originally used. For the
reader's edification, some footnotes have been added for those eager to
undertake further research.
As the instigator and coordinator of this lecture series, I would like
to thank the speakers for their time and effort and the Law School
Alumni/ae Association for its financial support.
Scott A. Taylor
Professor of Law

